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Lumped parameter model for microchannel condenser of refrigerators

XU Xudong, ZHAO Dan, DING Guoliang, HU Haitao
(Institute of Refrigeration and Cryogenics Engineering , Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200240, China)

Abstract: Refrigerators with microchannel condenser is widely used recently. As for the dynamic
simulation of this kind of refrigerators, a fast and accurate prediction model for microchannel condenser
is needed. In this paper. several flat tubes in a flow path are simplified as one tube and each flow path is
simplified as an element. With the simplification, a lumped parameter model for microchannel condenser
is developed and the model is solved with iterations based on energy convergence criteria. The developed
model is added into existing refrigerator system simulation platform and is used to predict the
performance of one type of fridge with microchannel condenser on a mainstream PC. Computation time
for the 24 h dynamic simulation of a refrigerator is less than 3 min. Results of simulation instances show
that error between simulation results and experiments data for refrigerator total energy consumption is

less than 9. 5% .
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Fig 1 Diagram of microchannel condenser
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Fig 2 Structure parameter diagram of

microchannel condenser
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Fig 3 Simplification process of microchannel condenser
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1
Table 1 Structure parameters of microchannel condenser
Parameter Value
L./mm 708 2
H./mm 190
T./mm 18
N 15
n 9
Tq/mm 18
T/mm 18
Py/mm L9
P, /mm 1.6
0¢/mm 0. 36
Fy/mm 12
F,/mm 3
ot/ mm 0.1
L,/mm 0.6
Ly /mm 10. 8
6/ 28
3.2
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Fig 5 Comparison of refrigerator energy
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